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much to do with his conversion from the Greek to the
Roman faith as religious scruples.    But the union with
Rome was not lasting, and any hopes which- Gregory
may have had of bringing the Serb race permanently
under the papal  authority were  doomed to failure.
With the Greek Emperor there was peace during a
great part of Michael's reign, and that prince was con-
tent to hold  certain  honorary posts  in the official
hierarchy of Constantinople.    But later on he abetted
the Bulgarians in an abortive revolt, which aimed at
placing his son Boclin on the Bulgarian throne, and
captured the important harbour of Durazzo on the
Adriatic from the Greeks.    His son extended his con-
quests, and at the beginning of the twelfth century
the power of the Serbs had made itself felt.    But it
was with the accession of Stephen Nemanja, which is
variously fixed at 1143 or  1159, that the greatness of
mediaeval   Servia really began.    This able man de-
scended from a princely family of Dioclea, where the
Servian rulers had taken up their residence, founded
a new dynasty which was called after his name.    He
could truly boast that he was " no less a man than his
forefathers," for he governed all the territory that they
had ever possessed, and more besides.     He united
Bosnia to Servia in 1169, and humbled all the chief-
tains beneath him, founded many churches and monas-
teries, and persecuted those who did not follow the
tenets of the orthodox Greek Church.   But it was long
before he succeeded in making much headway against
the  Greek Emperor, who was  still the  suzerain of
Servia.    While Manuel Comnenus sat upon the throne
of Constantinople, rebellion was useless.    After twice